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Căluș as a ritual 

• functions: healing, protecting from Rusalii, bringing fertility to the households, initiation 

• participants: vătaf, căluşari, stegar, ajutor de vătaf (primul căluşar), mut 

• clothing: festive clothing, some special elements 

• regions: Oltenia (Calus Oltenesc) mainly, Moldova, Transilvania 

• time: in the villages starts on Saturday (Sîmbăta Rusaliilor), Pentecost and Monday of the 
Holy Spirit (Rusalii), the week between Pentecost and the Sunday of All Saints 

• other attributes: clubs/ wooden swords; bells and spurs; bete (two belts) (see also Firică 
2010: 7-8); garlic and wormwood; red wooden phallus; ‘cioc’ / ‘iepure’ (an item of rabbit’s 
skin) sometimes instead of ‘mut’ 

• ritual: 1) preparation; 2) taking the oath and rising the flag (rite of passage); 3) going from 
house to house; 4) burying the flag in conjunction with the dissolution of the group (Kligman 
1981: 13) 

• music: in past – two bagpipers, now: violin, clarinet or/and accordion 



• Căluș and modernization 

• Alaiul Călușului Oltenesc in Craiova 

 

Căluș as an element of cultural heritage 



 

Participants at  
Alaiul Călușului Oltenesc  
in Craiova 2016 and 2017 



• the Căluș dance is in the center of the performances 
“Jocul călușarilor este unul dintre cele mai spectaculoase dansuri populare românesti”  

(The play of calusari is one of the most spectacular Romanian folk dances) 

• beliefs and superstitions still exist 
 

Alaiul Călușului Oltenesc in Craiova (observations) 



Alaiul Călușului Oltenesc in Craiova (observations) 



Căluș as an element of (intangible) cultural heritage 



Rusalii in the Romanian national calendar 



1 and 2 January:  New Year's Day (Anul Nou) 

24 January:  Union Day/Small Union (Unirea Principatelor Româane / Mica Unire) 

April/May:  Easter (Paștele) 

1 May:   Labour Day (Ziua Muncii) 

1 June:   Children's Day (Ziua Copilului) 

May/June:  Pentecost (Rusaliile) 

15 August:  Dormition of the Theotokos (Adormirea Maicii Domnului / Sfânta  
  Maria Mare) 

30 November:  St. Andrew's Day (Sfântul Andrei) 

1 December:  National Day/Great Union (Ziua Națională / Marea Unire) 

25 and 26 December: Christmas (Crăciunul) 

Rusalii in the Romanian national calendar 
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